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HHHH כתר שם טוב
PORTIONS OF LIGHT

Baskets of Fruit

When you enter the land that G-d gives you as an inheritance, and you possess and settle it, take the 
first of all the fruit of the ground that you will bring from your land that G-d is giving you, put them 

in a basket, and go to the place that G-d will choose to make His Name dwell there (Devarim 26:2).

Aretz, land, is related to ratzon, will, as our Sages 
state, “Why is the earth called aretz? Because it de-

sires to perform its Creator’s will.” 
When you enter the land—when you arrive at a pow-

erful desire for spirituality, you must realize that G-d is 
giving you the ability to experience this yearning, be-
cause He bequeathed it to each Jew as a gift. You possess 
and settle it—it is your duty to internalize the experi-
ence so that it settles permanently within you.

Take of the first of all the fruit…put them in a bas-
ket—Divine lights must be captured with appropriate 
receptacles; spiritual highs must be tethered to daily 

reality by translating them into practical deeds.
How is this done? Go to the place that G-d will 

choose. When we travel to a specific location, it is not us 
who chose to journey there; rather, Divine Providence 
orchestrated events leading us to the location that re-
quires elevation through our Divine service. What is the 
nature of that service? To make His Name dwell there—
to spread Divinity throughout the physical world.

Focus: G-d has provided you with a mission, 
destination, and inspiration.

Keter Shem Tov
Available at Kehot.com

HHHH שער הבטחון
GATE OF TRUST

Attitude Toward Work
When a person’s mind and body are occupied with the means of obtaining his livelihood as well as when he 
is pursuing those means, he should have in mind that he is doing so in order to fulfill the commandment of 
the Creator, Who instructed man to engage himself in worldly means of obtaining a livelihood, such as the 
working of the land, plowing it, and sowing it. As it is written (Genesis 2:15): The L-rd, G-d, took the man, and 
He placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it. 

Similarly, G-d instructed a person to use the living creatures for his benefit and food, to build cities and 
to prepare food for him...

A person will be rewarded for these actions when his intention in doing them is for the sake of G-d. He 
will be rewarded, regardless of whether or not he achieves that which he desired. As it is written (Psalms 
128:2): If you eat the toil of your hands, you are praiseworthy, and it is good for you, and as our rabbis of 
blessed memory said (Avot 2:12): “All your deeds should be for the sake of heaven.”

When his intention is for the sake of heaven, his reliance on G-d will be wholesome, and his efforts in 
engaging with the various means of obtaining livelihood will not in any way harm his trust in G-d.

From Chovot Halevavot 
GateofTrust.org



HHHH לקוטי שיחות
A SICHA

Reading Blessings
The Verse: “Hashem will return you to Egypt in ships, 
on the way of which I said to you, “You shall never again 
see it!” And there you will offer yourselves for sale to 
your enemies as slaves and maidservants—and there 
will be no buyer.” (Devarim 28:68) 
Rashi’s Commentary: Rashi’s approach to the curses 
in this Parshah is to understand each detail the Torah 
adds as another prophecy of retribution. As follows:

In ships—“in boats, in captivity.” The ships are not 
just the means of transportation that will deliver them 
to their captors; they are an additional method of pun-
ishment. Captives on a ship, in close quarters with their 
captors, are treated more cruelly than usual.

And there you will offer yourselves for sale to your en-
emies—“You will seek to be sold to them as slaves and 
as maidservants.” Not only will the Jews suffer the dis-
grace of slavery, they will be so desperate that they will 
seek out their enemies as masters.

But there will be no buyer—“For they will decree 
upon you death and annihilation.” Though the lack of 
a buyer is ostensibly a positive thing, Rashi’s approach 
is to understand it as yet another curse. Their enemies 
will not want to buy them as slaves because they would 
rather “decree… death.”
Rashi’s Deep Blessings: Chassidus explains that the 
curses in the Torah are, in reality, lofty blessings that 
cannot be expressed in a positive fashion. Instead, they 
manifest as negative experiences (Likkutei Torah, Be-
chukosai 48a). The more horrific the curse, the deeper 
the blessing. It follows that by magnifying the curses, 
Rashi simultaneously magnifies the blessings hidden 
within them, as follows:

The hidden blessing within exile and captivity is 
the opportunity to elevate the darkest elements of 
the world to holiness. By living in strange and distant 
lands, the Jewish people can bring the light of G-d to 
every corner of existence. Rashi’s commentary on this 
verse goes further: Exile benefits not only the darkened 
sparks in the universe, it also “blesses” and benefits the 
Jewish people themselves. For by descending into exile, 
they have the ability to transform themselves into baa-
lei teshuva—masters of return and reinvention. 

This is the meaning of the opening words of the 
verse, “Hashem will return you.” Even though the verse 
speaks of a seemingly negative journey to “Egypt,” a 
place of personal and spiritual constriction, we are as-
sured that it is Hashem Who brings us on this journey. 

The apparent “curses” in Rashi’s commentary 
serve to explain how this personal transformation is 
achieved. 

And there you will offer yourselves for sale to your en-
emies—“You will seek to be sold to them as slaves and 
as maidservants.” In exile, a person learns to “seek out” 
G-d with his own internal motivation, and not to rely on 
external Divine inspiration. This is the Divine service 
of a “slave” who works against the grain of his natural 
defiance, as opposed to the “son” who effortlessly and 
naturally loves his father and wants to fulfill his father’s 
expectations.

But there will be no buyer—The phrase “there will be 
no” (ְוֵאין) can be homiletically read as “He Who is No-
thing,” (ְוַאִין) meaning, the Essence of G-d that is inde-
finable. G-d Himself, this deeper reading suggests, will 
“buy,” taking in the soul of the returnee. 

Rashi adds: “For they will decree upon you death 
and annihilation.” When a person initiates a movement 
toward G-d, his soul becomes wrapped in ecstasy; he is 
filled with a desire to leave the shackles of the material 
world and occupy himself solely with Divine pleasures. 
This is described in our verse as the soul’s “death and 
annihilation,” its burning desire to become subsumed 
within G-d Himself.

In ships—“in boats, in captivity.” A ship protects its 
passengers from the raging ocean. This is a metaphor 
for Torah and mitzvos, which enable a person to sail 
through the raging waters of life. Here, Rashi cites the 
Aramaic translation of ships, “sefinos.” The “translation” 
of a Hebrew word represents its lower manifestation, 
the way that concept appears in a lower dimension. 
The “translation” of ships alludes to the Divine service 
unique to exile, the work of transforming the internal 
and external darkness to light.

Based on Likkutei Sichos vol. 19, p. 208

By: ProjectLikkuteiSichos.org 
Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

A person might think that since he is engaging in 
various means of obtaining a livelihood, it is consid-
ered as if he is relying on the success of his own work 
and not on G-d. However, in truth, as long as he has the 

right intentions when doing so, it does not in any way 
take away from his bitachon. G-d actually wants him to 
work, as the verse says (Deuteronomy 15:18): And the 
L-rd, your G-d, will bless you in all that you do.



HHHH ילקוט לוי יצחק על התורה
FROM THE REBBE’S FATHER

The Terror of Tefillin
ּךָ ם ה' ִנְקָרא ָעֶליָך ְוָיְראּו ִמּמֶ י ׁשֵ י ָהָאֶרץ ּכִ ל ַעּמֵ ְוָראּו ּכָ

Then all the peoples of the earth will see that the name of the Lord is 
called upon you, and they will fear you. (Devarim, 28:10)

רֹאׁש ּבָ ין ׁשֶ ִפיּלִ דֹול אֹוֵמר ֵאּלּו ּתְ י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַהּגָ ְנָיא ַרּבִ ּתַ
It is taught in a baraisa that Rabbi Eliezer the 

Great (Hagadol) says: This is a reference to the te-
fillin of the head. 1 (Talmud Menachos, 35b)

Driving Questions:
1. Why is it that tefillin of the head specifi-
cally is what instills fear in the nations of 
the world?
2. What is the deeper reason as to why 
this idea was taught by Rabbi Eliezer 
Hagadol?
3. What can be learned from the word 
tefillin?

The Torah speaks of four 2 giants that lived in 
Eretz Kena’an (Canaan) before the Jewish People set-

1. Meaning, that when the gentiles see the Tefillin on your head, it is 
due to that, that they will be instilled with fear. For the (majority of the) 
name of G-d is upon the Head-Tefillin, in the Shin and Daled (Rashi).

2. “They went up into the Negev and came to Chevron, where Achiman, 
Sheishai, and Talmai, the Anakites lived” (Shelach, 13:22).

“The name of Chevron was formerly Kiryas Arba: [Arba] was the 
great man among the Anakites” (Yehoshua, 14:15). 

“The greatest man among the giants. The father of Achimon, 
Sheishai, and Talmai was Arba.” Rashi on Yehoshua, 14:15.

tled the land. These four giants instilled great fear in 
the hearts of the spies and subsequently the entire 
nation.

R’ Levi Yitzchak explains that these four giants 
represent four negative forces that wish to attack and 
destroy a Jew spiritually. To counter this, 3 G-d gave us 
the four compartments of the head tefillin, each one 
representing another letter in G-d’s four-letter name, 
the Tetragrammaton (י-ה-ו-ה), which serves as a pow-
erful force against this. The wearing of tefillin instills 
fear in the nations of the world, our enemies, repre-
sented by the four giants.  

Additionally, the word tefillin itself also hints 
at this fear. The verse says, 4 “ָוַפַחד ֵאיָמָתה  ֲעֵליֶהם  ּפֹל  —”ּתִ
“Terror and dread descend upon them”. The Hebrew 
word ּפֹל  shares the same root letters as the word ּתִ
 Thus, even the name 5 itself is expressing the .תפילין
spiritual accomplishment of the tefillin—that the na-
tions will be afraid of the Jewish People.

3. Based on the principle of “ֱאלֹוִקים ה  ָעׂשָ ֶזה  ת  ְלעּוּמַ  ,for every G-dly ,”ֶזה 
holy force there is an opposing, counter force in Kelipah (lit. shell), the 
concealment of the Divine. Obviously both ultimately emanating from 
the One singular G-d, but they evolve as two parallel forces.

4. B’shalach, 15:16.

5. This is a core idea Kabbalistic and Chassidic teachings. The name of 
something expresses the core idea of what it is all about.

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson זצ“ל
By Rabbis Dovid Dubov & Yaakov K. Chaiton 

In honor of Yaakov Ben Zina & Leah Bas Shlima

HHHH גאולה
GEULAH

The Cry Of A Jew 

We can achieve great things with our di-
vine service, and we can study concepts of 

Moshiach and the Redemption as they are found 
in Torah sources—regarding which we can apply 
the rule that one who studies a Torah topic is con-
sidered as having brought about that particular 
matter in reality. However, for the young and sin-
cere child—meaning, the Jewish people who are 
compared to G-d’s young child—this is not nearly 

enough. The child cries out with a most sincerest 
and urgent cry: “We want the actual Redemption! 
In this physical world!” Indeed, when a young child 
cries out urgently to his father, it is only natural for 
his father to respond. How much more so, when 
the Jewish people will cry out urgently and with ut-
most sincerity for the actual Redemption, G-d will 
certainly fulfill their request.

The Rebbe

Yalkut Moshiach uGeulah al HaTorah 
Translated by Yaakov Paley



This is also expressed, on a homiletical level, in 
the name of the person 6 who shared this teaching: 
Rabbi Eliezer Hagadol.

The numerical value of the name Eliezer Hagadol 
 שם is the same as the words Shem Havaya אליעזר הגדול
(.G-d’s four-letter name) הוי׳

366 א )1( + ל )30( + י )10( + ע )70( + ז )7( + ר )200(
 ה )5( + ג )3( + ד )4( + ו )6( + ל )30( =

366 ש )300( + ם )40( + י )10( + ה )5( + ו )6( + ה )5( =

In conclusion, the Arizal 7 
points out that the letter carved 
out on the outside of the head-
tefillin is a ‘shin’ (ש). When 
spelled out, the letter is written 

6. A recurring theme in the teachings of R’ Levi Yitzchak is finding 
a connection between the name of the sage and the content of his 
teaching. This is not merely cute. This principle is found in the Talmud 
(Yoma 83b) that Rabbi Meir would analyze people’s names to determine 
their character. Also, In Tanya (Sha’ar Hayichus VeHaEmunah, ch.1) 
the Alter Rebbe explains how the Hebrew name of each object in the 
world carries the secret to it’s soul and Divine energy. Thus, in R’ Levi 
Yitzchak’s works, he frequently traces the various teachings of the sages 
to the mystical clues found in their very name, according to Kaballah.

7. Pri Eitz Chaim, Sha’ar HeTefilin, Chapter 2.

as follows: שי“ן. These letters are an acronym for the 
words quoted in this verse: ם ְי·הֹ·ָו·ה ִנְקָרא ׁשֵ

Through wearing tefillin, a Jew draws upon the 
power of G-d’s name to protect himself and instill a 
fear into the opponents of holiness.

(Adapted from three parts of R’ Levi Yitzchak’s writings:
Toras Levi Yitzchak, page 119 and 434. 
Likkutei Levi Yitzchok, Bereishis, 68.) 8

In the words of R’ Levi Yitzchok:

ֲעָנ ן  ּכֵ ם  ּגַ ֶזה  ת  ְלעּוּמַ ּבִ ְוֵיׁש  ְלֵעיל,  ר  ְזּכָ ּנִ ּכַ ין  ִפיּלִ ּתְ ּדִ מֹוִחין  ַהד'  ֶרְך  ּדֶ ַעל  )ְוהּוא  ־… 
ע הּוא  ִחיַנת ֲעָנק, ַוֲאִביֶהם ִקְרַית ַאְרּבַ ֵהם ּבְ י ְוַתְלַמי ְיִליֵדי ָהֲעָנק, ׁשֶ ׁשַ ִקים, ְוהּוא ֲאִחיָמן ׁשֵ
ֲעָנִקים".  דֹול ּבַ ע ָהָאָדם ַהּגָ ַע סֹוף ִסיַמן י"ד "ִקְרַית ַאְרּבַ יהֹוׁשֻ תּוב ּבִ ּכָ מֹו ׁשֶ דֹול, ּכְ ָהֲעָנק ַהּגָ

ה... ָ ְקדּוּשׁ ַהּמֹוִחין ּדִ ת ּדְ עּוּמַ ֵהם ַהּלְ ה ׁשֶ ְקִליּפָ ְוַהְיינּו ַהּמֹוִחין ּדִ
ֲעָנק  ֵני  ּבְ ִפיִלים  ַהּנְ ָרִאינּו ֶאת  ם  ָאְמרּו "ְוׁשָ ׁשֶ מֹו  ּכְ ָיְראּו ֵמָהֲעָנִקים  ִלים  ַרּגְ ַהּמְ ה  ְוִהּנֵ
ַעל  תּוב  ּכָ ׁשֶ ּוְכמֹו  חּום  ְיַנּצְ ֶזה  ְיֵדי  ְוַעל  ה  ָ ְקדּוּשׁ ּדִ ֲעָנִקים  ִחיַנת  ּבְ הּוא  ין  ִפיּלִ ּתְ ה  ִהּנֵ כו'"... 
ׁשֹון  ין הּוא ִמּלְ ". ּוְתִפּלִ ּךָ ם ה' ִנְקָרא ָעֶליָך ְוָיְראּו ִמּמֶ י ׁשֵ י ָהָאֶרץ ּכִ ל ַעּמֵ ין "ְוָראּו ּכָ ִפיּלִ ַהּתְ
"ְוָיְראּו  תּוב  ּכָ ׁשֶ מֹו  ּכְ ָוַפַחד כו'"  ֵאיָמָתה  ֲעֵליֶהם  ּפֹל  "ּתִ תּוב  ּכָ ׁשֶ ֶרְך ַמה  ּדֶ ַעל  ּפֹל, הּוא  ּתִ

"... )תורת לוי יצחק, ע' קיט( ּךָ ִמּמֶ

ִחיָנתֹו  ּבְ ל רֹאׁש... ּוְרָאָי' ְלָדָבר ׁשֶ ין ׁשֶ ִפיּלִ ֶרְך ּתְ דֹול הּוא ַעל ּדֶ י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַהּגָ י ַרּבִ ... ּכִ
ל  סּוק "ְוָראּו ּכָ ַרׁש ַעל ּפָ דֹול הּוא הּוא ּדָ י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַהּגָ י ַרּבִ ל רֹאׁש ּכִ ין ׁשֶ ִפיּלִ ֶרְך ּתְ הּוא ַעל ּדֶ
ף ל"ה  ְמָנחֹות ּדַ ְדִאיָתא ּבִ רֹאׁש" ּכִ ּבְ ין ׁשֶ ִפּלִ ם ַהָוָי' ִנְקָרא ָעֶליָך כו' ֵאּלּו ּתְ י ׁשֵ י ָהָאֶרץ ּכִ ַעּמֵ
ִחיַנת  י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ֵהִאיר ּבְ ַעל ַרּבִ ון ְוַהְיינּו ׁשֶ ְמֻכּוָ דֹול ּבִ ר ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַהּגָ ם ַהָוָי' הּוא ִמְסּפַ ע"ב, ׁשֵ
ִחיָנתֹו  ּבְ ה, ֲהֵרי ׁשֶ ם ַהּזֶ ֵ ר ַהּשׁ ִמְסּפַ ה ּכְ דֹול ַעְצמֹו ַנֲעׂשָ י ֱאִליֶעֶזר ַהּגָ הּוא ַרּבִ ם ַהָוָי' ַעד ׁשֶ ׁשֵ

ל רֹאׁש… )לקוטי לוי יצחק, בראשית ע' סח( ין ׁשֶ ִפּלִ ֶרְך ּתְ הּוא ַעל ּדֶ

8. Yalkut Levi Yitzchak Al HaTorah, Vol 4., chapters 104 and 115.
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